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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ASECUK 

SUBJECT: HOME OFFICE INQUIRY ON COMPUTERIZED FIREARMS 
CONTROL 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED AN INQUIRY FROM HOME OFFICE OF 
HMG BY LETTER OF AUG. 8, 1975. CONCERNING METHODS USED 
BY TREASURY'S BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS 
TO TRACE FIREARMS THROUGH COMPUTER REGISTRATION. QUERY 
AROSE AS RESULT OF A BRIEF ARTICLE ON ACTIVITIES OF THE 
NATIONAL FIREARMS TRACING CENTER PUBLISHED IN MARCH 17 
ISSUE OF "CRIME CONTROL DIGEST" WHICH CAME TO ATTENTION 
OF HOME OFFICE OFFICIALS. 

2. FOLLOWING ARE PERTINENT EXCERPTS FROM HOME OFFICE 
LETTER: "... THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR CONSIDERING APPLICA 
TIONS FOR FIREARM CERTIFICATES FROM PERSONS RESIDENT IN 
EACH AREA, AND FOR MAINTENANCE OF THE RELEVANT RECORDS, 
IS THAT OF EACH CHIEF OFFICER OF POLICE... A FEW POLICE 
FORCES ARE IN THE PROCESS OF TRANSFERRING THEIR RECORDS 
TO COMPUTERS... A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF WORK, WHICH I NEED 
NOT DESCRIBE IN DETAIL. HAS BEEN DONE TO TRY TO ARRIVE 

AT A STANDARD CODE TO DESCRIBE WEAPONS IN COMPUTER 
RECORDS BY REFERENCE TO THEIR MAKER, THEIR CALIBER, 

THEIR METHOD OF OPERATION, THEIR TYPE AND IN PARTICULAR 
THE MAKER'S NUMBER. ALL OF THESE FACTORS, BUT PARTI- 
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SHOULD BE MOST INTERESTED TO SEE A MORE DETAILED DESCRIP 
TION THAN IS PROVIDED IN ARTICLE OF THE METHODS ADOPTED 
BY THE NATIONAL FIREARMS TRACING CENTER. IN PARTICULAR, 

WE SHOULD BE INTERESTED IN A GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE 
SCHEME ADOPTED FOR CODING DESCRIPTIONS AND IDENTIFYING 
DETAILS OF FIREARMS..." 

3. THE CONCERNED HOME OFFICE OFFICIAL, R. A. HARRINGTON, 

WHO IS PRINCIPAL (IMMEDIATELY SUBORDINATE TO THE ASSIST- 
ANT SECRETARY). F-4 DEPARTMENT, POLICE AFFAIRS. PROMISES 
CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION IF NEED BE AND ALSO EX- 
PRESSES AN INTEREST IN MAKING INFORMAL CONTACTS WITH 
OPPOSITE NUMBERS IN USG. HARRINGTON’S RESPONSIBILITIES 
INCLUDE FIREARMS CONTROL AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ARM- 
ING OF POLICE, THE LATTER BEING, OF COURSE, A PROBLEM 
UNIQUE TO UK. 

4. PLEASE ADVISE EMBASSY IF REQUESTED INFORMATION CAN 
BE SUPPLIED AND, IF SO, THROUGH WHAT CHANNELS. 

RICHARDSON 
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